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Weather

High 79° | Low 66°
Variable cloudiness.
Forecast, 4B

New Jersey
Afghans recall
evacuation ordeal
TODAY, 3A

Northeastern farmers
hurting from severe
drought. 12A
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TOMS RIVER – A boat operated by a Bedminster
man and carrying seven other people ran aground on
Middle Sedge, leaving five people injured, one serious-
ly, authorities said.

The New Jersey State Police Marine Services Bu-
reau went to the scene of the crash shortly after 9 p.m.
Sunday.

Troopers found that three of the occupants had
been thrown from the boat. The operator, John P. Boyle
III, 58, suffered moderate injuries, state police said.
Three others received no injuries and another three re-
ceived minor injuries. State police released no further
details on the person seriously injured except that the
individual was airlifted to a local hospital.

Middle Sedge is an island next to Chadwick Beach
Island near Normandy Beach. There is a Middle Sedge
Island in Little Egg Harbor.

The investigation into the crash is continuing.
Ken Serrano covers breaking news, crime, local is-

sues and investigations. Reach him at 732-643-4029
or at kserrano@gannettnj.com.

Boat crashes
into Middle
Sedge Island,
leaves 5 hurt
Police: Craft ran aground off Toms
River, ejected 3 of 8 occupants

Ken Serrano
Asbury Park Press | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

With three state Supreme Court seats vacant, Chief
Justice Stuart Rabner announced that a trio of appel-
late court judges would be temporarily promoted to fill
the gaps.

The order, issued Monday, comes amid a “crisis” of
judicial vacancies statewide, causing massive back-
logs for cases such as divorces and estate settlements.
That shortage includes the Supreme Court, which
hasn’t had as many vacancies as it does now in recent
memory – an “outrageous” scenario, one lawyer said. 

“Assigning one appellate judge is not uncommon,
but three may be unprecedented,’’ said Carl Golden,
who was director of communications for the Judiciary
from 1990 to 1993 under then - Chief Justice Robert Wi-
lentz. Rabner’s order named Judges Clarkson Fisher
Jr., Jack Sabatino and Douglas Fasciale to the state’s
highest court. These judges, “who are senior in ser-
vice,” Rabner said, will “participate in new matters
presented for the court’s consideration.”

Jeralyn Lawrence, president of the state’s bar asso-
ciation, said these jurists are the “best of the best” but 

Shorthanded NJ
Supreme Court
calls up three
appellate judges 
Chief justice makes temporary
move to fill vacant seats on bench

Katie Sobko and Charles Stile
NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See VACANCIES, Page 2A

Teachers and day care workers who are not vacci-
nated for COVID-19 will no longer be required to get
tested regularly for the virus under an executive or-
der signed by Gov. Phil Murphy on Monday.

Testing requirements for unvaccinated state con-
tractors and state workers, including state police,
will also come to an end, Murphy said in a statement.

But covered workers in congregate care, health

care, and correctional facility settings will still be re-
quired to be up-to-date on their COVID-19 vaccina-
tions, including the first booster dose, Murphy said.

The change applies to school districts and child
care settings immediately, and to state contractors as

NJ COVID test mandate
ends for some workers
Unvaccinated teachers, day care
staffs among exempt groups

James M. O’Neill
NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

More on mobile
Get instant news updates on your phone or tablet.
Download the free APP.com “app” for videos, photos
and more about COVID-19. Search “Asbury Park
Press” in the app store.

See COVID TESTS, Page 4A

WALL – Jacquie Dalton’s phone alerted her before
dawn on a recent August day with a change in plans.

It turned out that the private airplane she had
lined up that morning for her clients was grounded
because the crew had worked too many hours the
previous day. So she scrambled, finding a new plane
with a rested crew in White Plains, New York, that
could make it to the Monmouth Jet Center here in
time for its 11 a.m. departure.

“It’s 24/7,” Dalton said after the plane departed for
Lexington, Kentucky, her clients safely on board.
“You get an alert, you know that something’s hap-
pening.”

Dalton owns Sparrow Executive Jets, a two-year-
old business that she operates from her home in
Holmdel. The company is on track to double its reve-
nue from last year thanks to a growing customer base
that has avoided this summer’s headaches of travel-
ing out of the region’s major airports.

The early morning, frantic scramble of rearrang-
ing a private flight left Dalton unfazed. It’s a reaction
that makes more sense given her life story: She
dropped out of Ocean Township High School; be-
came a jockey at Monmouth Park; recovered from
concussions and surgeries; headed back to college
and graduated at the age of 27; grabbed a foothold in
the male-dominated private aviation industry; 

How ex-jockey ventured
into private jet business

See JET BUSINESS, Page 2A

Sparrow Executive Jets founder and CEO Jacquie Dalton, Holmdel, is shown in front of a jet she booked
for her clients at Monmouth Executive Airport in Wall. THOMAS P. COSTELLO/ASBURY PARK PRESS

Holmdel woman bounced around before taking off
Michael L. Diamond
Asbury Park Press | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY
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Today is Tuesday, Aug. 16, the 228th
day of 2022. There are 137 days left in
the year. On this date in:

1861: President Abraham Lincoln is-
sued Proclamation 86, which prohib-
ited the states of the Union from en-
gaging in commercial trade with
states that were in rebellion – i.e., the
Confederacy.

1948: Baseball legend Babe Ruth died
in New York at age 53.

1962: The Beatles fired their original
drummer, Pete Best, replacing him
with Ringo Starr.

1977: Elvis Presley died at his Grace-
land estate in Memphis, Tennessee, at
age 42.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Grant postpones fall tour 
to recover from accident

Amy Grant postponed her fall tour
Friday as the best-selling Christian

artist continues to re-
cover from a bicycling
accident that resulted
in a hospital stay last
month.

Tour dates previous-
ly slated for September
and October now plan
to take place in early

2023, according to a statement from
Grant’s management team. She 
hopes to return to the road in Novem-
ber for a holiday tour with Michael W.
Smith.

Her Christmas concert residency at
the Ryman with husband Vince Gill – a
Nashville holiday tradition – remains
planned for this December.

Anne Heche dies of crash injuries
after life support removed

Anne Heche, the Emmy-winning
film and television actor whose dra-

matic Hollywood rise in
the 1990s and accom-
plished career contrast-
ed with personal chap-
ters of turmoil, died of
injuries from a fiery car
crash. She was 53.

Heche was “peace-
fully taken off life sup-

port,” spokeswoman Holly Baird said
in a statement Sunday night.

Heche had been on life support at a
Los Angeles burn center after suffering
a “severe anoxic brain injury,” caused
by a lack of oxygen, when her car
crashed into a home Aug. 5, according
to a statement released Thursday by a
representative on behalf of her family
and friends. 

She was declared brain-dead Fri-
day, but was kept on life support in
case her organs could be donated, an
assessment that took nine days. 

In the U.S., most organ trans-
plants are done after such a determi-
nation.

Rock icon Melissa Etheridge sets
solo off-Broadway show

Rocker Melissa Etheridge has found
a new stage: The Grammy- and Oscar-
winner will unveil a solo show mixing
her music and stories off-Broadway.

“Melissa Etheridge: My Window – A
Journey Through Life” will play 12 per-
formances only starting Oct. 13 at the
midtown multi-stage venue New
World Stages.

“While I’ve been telling my life sto-
ries through my lyrics and concert
tours for many years, this is going to be
something new for me,” Etheridge said
in a statement.

Dowse, ‘90210’ actress, 
dies after meningitis battle

Denise Dowse, the actress known
for playing Mrs. Yvonne Teasley on the
teen drama “Beverly Hills, 90210,” died
following a battle with severe meningi-
tis. She was 64.

“It is with a very heavy heart that I
inform everyone that my sister, Denise
Dowse has gone forward to meet our
family in eternal life,” her sister, Tracey
Dowse, shared in an Instagram post
Saturday night. 

She wrote: “Denise Yvonne Dowse
was the most amazing sister, a con-
summate, illustrious actress, mentor
and director. 

She was my very best friend and fi-
nal family member.”

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Grant /

Heche

that this is “not what the constitution
envisioned, and the triage continues.”

“All three levels of our courts are be-
ing impacted solely because our gover-
nor and our Legislature can’t fill these
vacancies, and they are hurting the
public,” she said.

The governor’s office declined to
comment on the chief justice’s action,
while Senate President Nicholas Scuta-
ri said that “it’s not surprising that this
happened” and that the judges Rabner
elevated are “extraordinarily experi-
enced with very good reputations.”

It’s up to Gov. Phil Murphy to name
judges to the bench and Scutari to
schedule them for confirmation hear-
ings. Scutari did say Monday that he’s
been in touch “pretty regularly” with
the governor but that they “don’t have
any information to share just yet.”

Judge Jose Fuentes had been tempo-
rarily assigned to fill one of the gaps but
is set to retire on Sept. 1, which would
leave the court without a quorum for
the start of the 2022-2023 term.

Rabner noted that the reassign-
ments will have a “significant effect” on
the Appellate Division, and to allow for
an “orderly transition,” the assign-
ments will begin Sept. 1.

Retirements, both voluntary and
mandatory due to age, left three seats
open on the Supreme Court, and vacan-
cies abound in the lower courts as well.

The retirement earlier this summer of
Supreme Court Justice Barry Albin,
who reached the mandatory retirement
age of 70, served as the latest reminder
that judges are in short supply in New
Jersey, even on its highest court. Jus-
tice Faustino J. Fernandez-Vina also re-
tired because of the mandatory age of
70, and Jaynee LaVecchia retired vol-
untarily last year at the age of 66.

The three Supreme Court retire-
ments had been long marked on the po-
litical calendar, given the mandatory
retirement age of 70. It presented Mur-
phy with a rare opportunity to put his
stamp on the next generation of the Ju-
diciary. Yet some lawmakers and ob-
servers argue that Murphy, who is now
both the chair of the National Gover-
nors Association and vice chair of the
Democratic Governors Association, has
failed to give the issue sufficient atten-
tion. George Helmy, Murphy’s chief of
staff, said the issue remains a top prior-
ity for the governor.

“We’re on this every day,’’ Helmy told
NorthJersey.com in an interview last
week. “And when we put the things up
on the board that are the remaining leg-
acy items, Supreme Court is among the
top. He is going to reshape the courts.”

Murphy’s choice to replace LaVec-
chia, Rachel Wainer Apter, has been
held up for nearly a year because of sen-
atorial courtesy invoked by state Sen.
Holly Schepisi, R-Bergen. The unwrit-
ten rule, designed as a check on power,
allows senators to block judicial nomi-
nees from their home county. That priv-
ilege, combined with the research and

vetting of judges in general, makes it
difficult to move swiftly to get judges on
the bench, Murphy officials said earlier
this year. But the governor has also not
named Supreme Court replacements
for Fernandez-Vina and Albin.

Schepisi said Monday that negotia-
tions over Wainer Apter’s nomination
continue, and she acknowledged that
talks include the possibility of reaching
a deal that would let the nomination
move forward to a Senate Judiciary
Committee confirmation hearing at the
same time as a Republican replacement
for Fernandez-Vina.

“I believe we’re quite close, and I’m
optimistic that a solution will be forth-
coming that will ensure that the court
has a full contingency of permanent
judges,” Schepisi said.

Lawrence said the governor “has got
to make nominations so that the Senate
can act on those nominations” and that
putting the chief justice in a position
where he has to call up multiple judges
is “outrageous.”

Rabner’s directive also maintains
the tradition of having one party main-
tain only a slight advantage on the sev-
en-member, high court. Fisher and Sa-
batino are Democrats, and the third
judge, Fasciale, is a Republican. That
will leave the court with a 4-3 edge for
the Democrats. 

Earlier this year, Rabner declined to
call up Fisher as a temporary replace-
ment, arguing that, at the time, it would
have created an unfair partisan balance
and thus jeopardized the legitimacy of
the court.

Vacancies
Continued from Page 1A

raised two sons; started a business.
Sparrow’s timing is good. Private

aviation, known as business jet travel,
reached a record high in 2021 with 2.3
million departures nationwide, nearly
10% higher than the pre-pandemic year
of 2019, according to WingX, an avia-
tion research company.

Helping its cause: Leisure travelers
cooped up during the pandemic re-
turned, but gravitated to private air-
planes if they could out of concern
about COVID-19, Richard Koe, manag-
ing director of WingX, told trade publi-
cations.

Dalton, 50, lives with her husband,
David, and her twin 17-year-old sons,
Michael and David.

She grew up in Ocean Township and
described a difficult childhood in which
she was raised mainly by a single moth-
er and dropped out of high school be-
fore her senior year to care for one of her
brothers, who was injured in a moto-
cross accident.

Dalton worked at Tastee Sub Shop in
Allenhurst. One day, her then-boy-
friend during a trip to Monmouth Park
joked that she could be a jockey, given
her short stature.

Dalton, however, took it seriously.
She had always loved horses and the
kinship they developed with people, so
she began working at Monmouth Park,
cleaning stalls and making contacts.
Among them: John Forbes, a legendary
trainer who had worked with another
female jockey, Julie Krone.

In 1993, Forbes gave her a chance. In
her first race, she rode Miss Forlion,
with 21-1 odds, to a win, telling the As-
bury Park Press afterward: “I thought I
was going to ride the race and just go
back to the barn. I thought they would
put me on for experience and that I’d
finish nowhere.” 

Dalton rode for five years and more
than 200 races, enjoying the connec-
tion with thoroughbreds. But it, too,
was a hard life. She had five concus-
sions. She fractured her elbow. She
needed plastic surgery to repair her
mouth. 

What did she learn about herself?
“(I’m) willing to take big chances,”

she said.
Dalton got her GED and returned to

college, starting with Brookdale Com-
munity College in Middletown, where
she said instructors gave her a confi-
dence boost, and then to Northwestern
University in Evanston, Illinois, where
she graduated at the age of 27 with a de-
gree in communications.

Married with a young family, Dalton
moved to Virginia to take a sales and
marketing job with a private aviation
company and immediately saw similar-
ities to the horse racing industry: De-
spite the affluence surrounding them,
they both depended on blue-collar
workers who teamed up to get the horse
or plane to the starting gate.

She shifted to the operations side of
the business and then, two years ago,
dipped into her savings and started her
own brokerage company. She called it
Sparrow, veering away from the hawks
and the eagles that are often associated
with the aviation industry and choos-
ing instead a small, social bird that
works in a community to complete the
task. 

“That’s pretty much how the jet
charter industry works,” Dalton said.

Private travel isn’t cheap. A mid-
sized jet flying across country can cost
$24,000 to $48,000 roundtrip, accord-
ing to Afar, a travel magazine.

But in return. Dalton’s clients have
been given a reprieve from the security
lines, weather delays, canceled flights,
lost bags, cramped middle seats and ev-
erything else that has gone wrong with
air travel.

Melissa Lowry and her daughter, Lia,
joined friends Christina Harris and her
daughter, Annika, at Monmouth Jet
Center one recent August day for a
flight to Lexington, Kentucky, where Lia
and Annika were competing in an
equestrian event.

There was no race to the gate. No
zone boarding. No admonition to limit
their carry-on bags. 

They simply walked out of the termi-
nal, strolled up the steps of a waiting

Hawker 850 XP like it was a taxi in front
of a hotel, fastened their seatbelts, and
took off a few minutes before their 11
a.m. scheduled departure time.

“Clearly, it’s a special thing,” Lowry,
47, of Fair Haven, said. “But if you 
have room in your life to have an experi-
ence like this, yeah, take advantage of
it.”

Dalton has plenty of competitors,
from brokers like Magellan Jets to com-
panies like NetJets that sell ownership
shares. But she thinks she can set her-
self apart with a personal touch.

She brought doughnuts for the Low-
rys and Harrises, but she forgot to give
the bag to them before the doors shut. It
turned out to be the only hitch of the
morning, at least when it came to oper-
ations that her clients could see.

Somehow, the logistics came togeth-
er. The plane got into position, rolled
down the runway, picked up speed, and
was off.

“It’s very fast-paced and highly com-
petitive,” Dalton said. “So, it’s like I’m
still a jockey. I’m just not on a horse any-
more.”

Michael L. Diamond is a business re-
porter who has been writing about the
New Jersey economy and health care in-
dustry for more than 20 years. He can be
reached at mdiamond@gan-
nettnj.com.

Jet business
Continued from Page 1A

Melissa Lowry, Fair Haven, strikes a pose before boarding a flight booked by
Sparrow Executive Jets client from Monmouth Executive Airport in Wall.
PHOTOS BY THOMAS P. COSTELLO/ASBURY PARK PRESS

A necklace worn by Sparrow Executive Jets founder and CEO Jacquie Dalton,
Holmdel, at Monmouth Executive Airport in Wall.


